Constitution  of the Van Wert County 4-H Council
Article I Name


The name of the Organization shall be the Van Wert County 4-H Council.

Article II Purpose and Objective


The purpose and objective shall be as follows:

A. To represent the 4-H members, parents and advisors on matters of 

direct concern with the Extension /4-H Staff;

B. To explore ideas, methods, and programs to strengthen the 4-H

Program through out the county;

C. To provide a means for communication of 4-H programs needs,

Developments, and plans among those working to maintain and 

improve the 4-H program in the County;

D. To assess and evaluate the educational merit and performance of 

4-H programs and personnel in the County; and

E. To promote and support 4-H within the community.

F. To work with and encourage the development of the youth in Van Wert County.
Article III Year


For Council purposes the year shall be from January Annual Meeting to January 


Annual Meeting except for financial audit which shall operate on a calendar year 


basis.

Article IV Membership


The Council’s membership shall consist of 2 representatives from each Van Wert


County township which shall include any village or city located within; 2 


Representatives from the City of Van Wert; 9 At-large representatives; 4 Youth

Representatives. If a Township position is left open to fill a seat of the mention      township one can be filled from that township or other township. Term 2 years.  
Article V  Representatives


Representatives shall be 3 classes:  Township which includes Van Wert City; 


At-Large; and Youth.


All Van Wert County 4-H Extension agents and staff me be ex-officio members.

Article VI Eligibility

Eligibility criteria must be satisfied at the time of election.  Township representatives must have attained the age of 18 years. Township representatives

must be residents of that locality or an advisor to a General, not Specialty, 4-H Club which meets in that locality.  At large representatives must be residents of 

the County. Out of county representatives must be approved by the board and primarily involved with the Van Wert County 4-H program.  Members of the same household are eligible.

There shall be no other discrimination as to race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, gender, age, handicap, or marital status.

Article VII Term of Representative

Township and at-large representative shall  serve3 year terms.


Youth representatives shall serve one year terms .( 1 representing Camp  


Counselors, 1- Ambassadors, 1- Junior Fair Board, 1- Junior Leaders)


The rotation of Township and At-large representatives to be achieved 


By terms beginning at the Annual January Meeting of 1995 is as follows:



Year One – 2 representatives each from Willshire, Liberty, York,



And Jennings townships and 3 at large;



Year Two- 2 representatives each from Harrison, Pleasant



Van Wert City, Ridge, and Washington townships, and 3 at-large.



Year Three – 2 representatives each from Tully, Union, Hoaglin, a



And Jackson townships, and 3 At-Large.

Article VIII Voting Status


Township, At-large, and Youth representatives have parliamentary and 

Voting rights.  Ex-officio representatives have speaking rights only!

Article IX Nominations


Nominations for Township and At-large positions shall be  Submitted to the 4-H Council for approval.
Article X Elections
All General and Specialty Club Advisors and 4-H Council members are eligible to vote upon all Township/City and At-large representatives.

The Nominating Committee shall prepare the slate of nominations to be approved by the board at the November board meeting. The nominating committee shall rule on eligibility of candidates and voters.

Youth representatives shall be selected by their representative organization. (Junior Leaders, Camp Counselors, Ambassadors,

Junior Fair Board)

Article XI Vacancy

A Vacancy shall occur upon death; or failure to attend ½ of 


regular Council Meetings without excuse as approved by the


Executive Committee per year; or failure to maintain residency


or advisor or business location status.

A Township or At-large representative vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote of the Executive Committee until the next  December board meeting. A Youth representative vacancy shall be filled by the respective youth group.



Article XII Officers

Officers shall be elected at the January Annual meeting.  An officer may be re-elected without limit subject to term limitations.

Officers shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasure and

Audit Chair.

Ex-officio representatives are not eligible to serve.  An officer may be re-elected consistent with term limitation.



Article XIII Standing Committees



 At the January Annual meeting representatives will sign up for 2 standing committees. 



 4-H Banquet; Awards; Chicken




Barbecue; Talent Show; Judging; Livestock; 




  , Nominating, Budget, Shaved Ice, Football Tickets, and Jr. Fair Sale. 



Stand committees shall select their own chair.



Article XIV Meetings


Regular meeting shall be scheduled on at least a quarterly basis, with the meeting  held in January as the Annual meeting.

Special meetings may be called at any time by the President or written request to the Secretary by 5 voting representatives upon

7 days written notice  to members of specific agenda items



Article XV Quorum



A quorum to transact business shall consist of all those Township, 




At-large, and Youth representatives present upon proper written 




notice, but a number not less than one third (1/3) of the qualified 




voting membership.



Article XVI Executive Committee




Executive Committee shall consist of the President, Vice-President




Secretary, Treasurer, Youth representatives designated by the 




Respective clubs, audit Chair, most recent past President and




A designated ex-officio extension staff member.




Executive committee shall fill vacancies, set schedule of regular 




Meetings after consultation with extension staff, and upon majority 




Vote may expend funds, transact business, and incur liabilities




Consistent with the prudent business person standard.



Article XVII  Audit 



An audit of the previous calendar year shall be conducted by the 




duly elected Audit Chair by the annual January meeting.


Article XVIII Amendment



This Constitution, after ratification, may be amended by a 2/3 vote 



of all eligible (Not merely present) voting representatives after 




Any proposed amendment has been delivered to the entire




Membership in writing at least 7 days prior to a regular or special 




Meeting.



Article XVIII Amendment Budget

The budget committee shall prepare a budget for the January annual meeting. 
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